Arizona April Chapter Report:                                                                     April 18, 2011

 

   The scheduled April 19th Arizona Chapter meeting at Payson airport was blown away by brisk breezes!   Forecast high winds with rain and snow for northern Arizona caused an 11th hour cancellation so instead of a chapter report I shall segue this into an invitation to attend the Southwest Regional fly-in this September in Winslow and Payson, Arizona, September 14-18.

   Actually, four people attended the cancelled chapter meeting -- sort of.  Cliff and Carole Van Vleet drove to Payson on Thursday the 7th  and met with Jim and Charlotte Garner that evening to do planning for the September SW Regional fly-in.  Jim and Charlotte introduced us to the Creekside Steakhouse in Christopher Creek, a very rustic down home establishment serving great food and great service, just the kind of place Carole and I enjoy.  Outstanding.  Earlier in the day we toured the Payson Rim Country Museum and Zane Gray Cabin in Payson.  This is an attraction you will want to visit as well as the Tonto Natural Bridge and other local sites, e.g. second hand stores, Dairy Queen, Indian Casino, during the weekend.  

   On Friday we drove our planned flying route to Meteor Crater, Winslow/La Posada and the Painted Desert.  The wind at the Winslow airport at 8:00 am Friday morning was 33 mph gusting to 40; then later in the morning it got windy!  The winds at Meteor Crater were gusting to 90 mph with dust storms obscuring the skies.  I had the deja vu feeling that I was in Kansas again!!   Apart from not seeing our sights from the air, we met our objectives.  We dined for breakfast at the historic La Posada.  You will enjoy the Harvey Hotel ambience this September.  

  There will be lots to do and see in our few short days and hours.  Get you reservations booked now and be prepared to come and enjoy a wonderful weekend.  The "Farmers Almanac for the Year 2011" is forecasting clear and dry over the Southwest with fair skies.  Can't beat that prediction.

  Points of contact: Cliff and Carole Van Vleet,  ccvanvle@mindspring.com, (H) 520-378-2517, � 520-559-1395; Jim and Charlotte Garner, paysonairport@usa.net; Terry and Claire Karlson, tgk0828@aol.com, swpclibrary@yahoo.com; La Posada Hotel, info@laposada.org, www.laposada.org, 928-289-4366; Best Western Motel, 800-247-9477.

 

Don’t forget:
· Saturday, May 14 – another “brunch”, this one at Todd’s Restaurant, Ryan Field [RYN] in Southwest Tucson .  Chef Todd boasts a number of interesting pallet teasers, so bring a appetite.  [Best Big Waffle Ever (try it with Arizona Pecans)  *|*  Build Your Own Flippin' Omelet (you choose the fillings)  *|*  Eggs Benedict (our Hollandaise sauce is made fresh from scratch!)  *|*  Monte Cristo Sandwich *|* Angus Beef Burgers  *|*  Red Chili Onion Straws*|* Prickly Pear-Chipotle BBQ]
· Week of June 29  July 1  is our ShortWing Piper Club InterNational Convention at SpearFish, North Dakota .  That’s BlackHills/Custer/Devel’sTower/MtRushmore/CrazyHorse country, so gear up and pencil in some leisure time to jain’ us for lots to do at that event.  Check out … http://www.shortwing.org/2011convention/index.html  for details.
