AZ  SWPC Chapter Meet – CactusState – 2011, …per Doug Conger
Sorry no pictures were added to this text. It took up too many KB and would not upload.

Arizona Chapter met at AZ Antique Aircraft Ass’n’s  AAAA Cactus State Fly-In Saturday March 5. 

This correspondent arose before daylight Friday morning, having prepped Kokopelli with fuel, oil, pre-heat, charts, tie-downs, and camp gear the previous evening.  Before getting to the hangar, however a low blanket of fog rolled over the valley and an untimely blinding snowstorm ensued for a couple of hours, followed by some gusty winds from the southwest.  Valor aside, prudence suggested waiting until later to depart for Casa Grande [CGZ].  Winds never abated that afternoon, so I started just after daylight on a beautiful clear, calm Rocky Mountain Saturday morning.  The flight across the Navajo reservation barrens went exquisitely with preselected waypoints appearing right on schedule and on-track.  Somehow my Garmon 196 GPS got misplaced during last winter’s restoration project, but it felt good to know that pilotage still works.  The Lyc O-320B2A now yields a flat-out 2,525-rpm and honest 120 mph indicated at 9,000 msl, leaned-to-peak now that the Kok-Meister has a brand new InsigniaWhite Stits re-cover and a re-straightened powder-coated fuselage frame.  A little tuning of the rudder trim next month at Jim Garner’s Maintenance Shop & Indigent-Flyer Hostel ( AGAINST THE WIND, LLC ) should yield another boost in that much improved performance returning from Payson.

I arrived to find a very busy traffic pattern at CGZ with arriving pilots doing a great job of self-guided pattern positioning.  I followed a speedy red underwing, which I could not quite pace, into a 45-degree downwind and a faultless touchdown on “Oh-Five”.  Half a dozen arrivals were right on my tail.  Temporary ground control directed me to a right-up-front parking spot on the auxiliary ramp, as if to announce to the world that Kokopelli was back in the flight game.  For now he’s a sterile white, inside and out, awaiting my intended chocolate brown side-swoop of Anasazi rock art pictographs and a bright yellow accent stripe.  There’s still some interior panel to insulate and upholster too, but what an adrenalin rush it is to get my operational wings back !!!

Dave Sirota gave me a golf cart ride to the terminal.  Gradually ShortWing People started accumulating on the Terminal Terrace.  Dave Searle, Cliff & Carole VanVleet, Bob Dickinson, Roger Smith, Larry & Charlotte Portouw, Randy & Erin Gunther, Barb & Adrian Geiger, Chuck & Norma Cansino and Alan Morris all gathered around and we chatted for quite some time.  Vice-Prez pro temp Doug Conger “Called-to-Order” and we reviewed and discussed our upcoming meetings.
· Saturday, April 9 – a casual “brunch” at Payson’s [PAN] Crosswinds Restaurant, cancelled due to the impending rain and winds.
· Saturday, May 14 – another “brunch” at Ryan’s Restaurant, Ryan Field [RYN] in Southwest Tucson.  Claire and I missed mention of this one in our earlier schedules.  Chef Todd boasts a number of interesting pallet teasers, so bring a appetite.
Best Big Waffle Ever (try it with Arizona Pecans)  *|*  Build Your Own Flippin' Omelet (you choose the fillings)  *|*  Eggs Benedict (our Hollandaise sauce is made fresh from scratch!)  *|*  Monte Cristo Sandwich *|* Angus Beef Burgers  *|*  Red Chili Onion Straws *|* Prickly Pear-Chipotle BBQ

· June 29 ( July 1 Week is our ShortWing Piper Club InterNational Convention at SpearFish, North Dakota.  That’s BlackHills/Custer/Devel’sTower/MtRushmore/CrazyHorse country, so gear up and pencil in some leisure time to jain’ us for lots to do at that event.  Check out … http://www.shortwing.org/2011convention/index.html  for details.
· AZ Chapter will host the Yr-2011 SouthWest Regional Fly-In with our annual ‘Zonie’ Chapter Payson AZ Steak-Out in September, the week after Labor Day (14th ( 18th).  A very special optional R.O.N. at Winslow AZ’s circa 1929 restored La Posada RailRoad Hotel has been set up for Wednesday, Sept 14 in the Little Colorado River Valley’s Painted Desert Country.  A fly-out to nearby Meteor Crater is also on the event agenda along with the optional camp-out and lots of local attractions.  Visit Cliff VanVleet’s proposal write-up in Nov-Dec 2010 ShortWing Piper News, Pp 6-7.  If you don’t have a copy, then just e-mail me at dconger@q.com and I’ll send you the article.
· Needing no introduction is the OktoberFest Annual (formerly EAA) CopperState Fly-In (22nd ( 24th), whence AZ Chapter normally holds a Saturday Meeting Forum.  More info is to come in that regard.  Meanwhile visit http://www.copperstate.org to start planning.

Our Chapter CasaGrande member, Don Dohmeyer, right on the spot furnished to our guest Clive Chipping, a hard-to-find horizontal stabilizer screwjack.  That’s hard-to-beat spare parts service !  Don also reminded us that Casa Grande AirPatch has an on-field bungee cord service provider, Merrill Forsythe for those of us unequipped and/or too timid for that important service function.

We adjourned the business meeting and continued to chat for hours, interrupted by a brief respite to test the fine cuisine from several of the food vendors.  I couldn’t find time to attend any of the fine CactusState event seminars. There was just too much visiting to do with our Piper People.  A constant stream of inquisitive enthusiasts surrounded Kokopelli.  Member Glen Brasch had dropped by and left his card, so I called his cell and caught him just before he took off.   We had a brief reunion and determined to cruise the Mogollian Rim as soon as spring springs.  (Anyone else interested ?) 

Carole ‘n Cliff, Char ‘n Larry, and Erin ‘n Randy were tied up side-by-side on the ramp with canvas pitched for underwing overnighting.  Their portion of the ramp became our meeting & greeting & snacks HeadQuarters all afternoon until time for the evening Awards Banquet Event.  

The banquet featured the usual barbequed steak or chicken, some cowboy beans, a tort, and a huge airplane-decorated sheet cake.   I ignored overheard comments about the BullRing Meat Market !

After the awards I pitched my bivy – sans corner tent pegs into the tarmac – under Kokopelli, tying tent ropes to the wing and tail tiedowns.  My GuideGear inflatable mattress and baggage held the floor in place all night without a hitch.  I flew home in a tidy 2 hours early Sunday morning, benefiting from a quartering westerly tailwind.  Just in time too, since the weather turned again and it snowed for two days.  Great event timing, … huh?
